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What is 1t?
What:

¢ On-line resource—plants, animals,
microorganisms
« Web pages for 1.8 million
known species
* Plus millions more yet to be described

Guiding Principles:

Common format
“One stop shopping”
Freely available
Collaboratively built
Customizable by user
Never completed
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Who are we?

Marine Biological Laboratory
Smithsonian Institution
Harvard University
Biodiversity Heritage Library
Chicago Field Museum
Missouri Botanical Gardens
Atlas of Living Australia

...plus hundreds of partners

Bioinformatics

Species Pages

Education

Scanning and Digitization
Biodiversity Synthesis Group



Status and Highlights
Today

« 125,000+ species pages with at least 5 vetted data objects
» Biodiversity Heritage Library: 13,398,000 pages scanned
e 11 Synthesis meetings held

« Curatorial Network initiated

 EOL Fellows Program underway

 EOL LifeDesk for experts in beta testing

» Flickr EOL group to upload images

 Tagging and commenting capability

» Education pilot projects underway with middle school to
undergraduates; informal science centers and amateur
naturalists

....Stay tuned
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Encyclopedia of Life

EOL Fellows

YWe are pleased to announce the EOL Fellows program, a new funding opportunity to help support the assembly of information for EOL spec
is heing implemented in two stages: a pilot program currently underway, and an international competition to be held starting in the Fall 2009,

Pilot program

The pilot program was intended to test out the idea. Funded by several early donations to the Smithsonian, the pilot program was open to Sn
fellowships are in the process of being awarded. A listing of the Fellows supported by the pilot program and of the aorganisms they are workir
2008.

EOL Rubenstein Fellows program

Funded hy a generous gift by David M. Rubenstein to the Smithsonian National Museumn of Natural History, the Rubenstein Fellows program
support for individuals, usually at the graduate student or postdoctoral level or equivalent, to aid them in compiling information about species
through the Encyclopedia of Life.

The Rubenstein Fellows will he selected through an international competition administered by the Species Pages Component ofthe EOL. T
in Fall 2009, and additional competitions are expected in following years. Overall we anticipate funding at least 60 Fellows over four years.

Each Fellow will be required to have a mentaor, an expert on the organisms for which the Fellow will be assembhling infarmation. Fellows will 1
their research andior their mentor's. The focus of the Fellowships may be taxonomic, regional, orthematic (e.g. parasites or invasive specie¢

Activities that could be supported by the Fellows funding include:
m dentifying existing databases for inclusion in EOL
= reviewing and writing text

m taking or assembling photographs ™
<
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Education - Global Audiences

Formal Education Informal Education

Citizen Scientists / Naturalists Professional Development/
Capacity Building



Collaborative Learning Models
Undergraduates

« Multiple classes, same discipline, different universities

High School

 Multiple classes, different disciplines, one High School

Informal learning

e Multiple students, one interactive, multi-touch tabletop
 Virtual, multi-media environments

Citizen science

e Multiple scientists, students and amateur naturalists
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Undergraduate Initiative

Undergraduates prepare species pages
Collaborative workspace is an option
Successful accounts are published on 2 websites

Content partners supporting this activity:
« Mushroom Observer
 Animal Diversity Web
« AmphibiaWeb
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Project: EOL University Species Pages Initiative

Created: 2008-10-09 13:48:32

Owned By: Marie Studer (Marie)

User Group: EOL University Species Pages Initiative
Admin Group: EOL University Species Pages Initiative.admin

Summary: This initiative is a collaboration among the Mushroom Observer
website, flve US-based Universities and EOL. It involves undergraduate
students in mycology classes creating species descripton pages of fungi as
part of their class work. Species description pages will be created on the
Mushroom Observer website and, once reviewed and approved by the class
Professor, the species pages will be posted and made public on the
Encyclopedia of Life website.

See the EOL Preview Page to review what will get uploaded to EOL.

Current Project Members
Marie Studer {Marie) | Change Status
Anne Pringle {Anne Pringle) | Change Status
Tom Yolk (TomYolk) | Change Status
Joey Spatafora (Spatafora) | Change Status
Nathan Wilson {nathan) | Change Status
Don Pfister {dpfister) | Change Status
Matthew Foltz (matthewfoltz) | Change Status
Zach Duga {zachd225) | Change Status
Garryn Skurulsky {(Garryn) | Change Status
andy Hart (hartski) | Change Status
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Drafts:
Acaulospora sporocarpia (Charlotte (cachuter))
Achlya ambisexualis Raper (1939), [RSD] ( {funguy110})
Acrasis rosea Olive & Stoian (Shirley (SurelLee))
Albatrelius ovinus (Fr.) Kotl.& Pouz. (Zach Duga {zachd?2:
Aleuria aurantia (Pers.) Fuckel (Kayla Simonson {Kaylal6)
Allomyces macrogynus (R. Emers.) R. Emers. & C.M. Wils
{celtikman25))
Allomyces macrogynus R. Emers. & C.M. Wilson (Kenan (i
Amanita muscaria (L. : Fr.) Lam. (Jake Cox (jakecox7))
Armillaria mellea (Vahl) P. Kumm. (Andy Hart (hartski))
Armillaria nabsnona T.1.%olk & Burdsall (Tom Yolk {TomYc
Armillaria tabescens (¥ani Gujuluva (vcguju))
Aspergifius niger (Bryan Metzger (B.Metzger))
Boletus edulis Bull. (Lauren Z (Renhj19})
Bondarzewia berkeleyi (Fr.) Sing. {(Karl Richte (Richters})
Bridgeoporus nobilissimus (Bryan Metzger (B.Metzger))
Ceratobasidium D.P. Rogers {_{tmadsen))
Ceratocystis fagacearum (Jordan Zachritz (jwzachri))
Clitopilus prunulus (Scop.: Fries) Kummer {melina kozanit,
Coelomomyces psorophorae Couch, (1945} {(Hannah (hl
Coelomomyces punctatus Couch & H.R. Dodge (1947) (H
Comatricha Preuss, C.G.T. (Jason Liu (jgliu))
Comatrichoides Hertel, R.J.G. {(Darvin DeShazer {darv))
Coprinellus micaceus (Bull.) Vilgalys, Hopple & Jacg. John
Mundt {Melindah))

Coprinus comatus (0.F. Mull.) Pers. (Zach Duga (zachd2Z
Cronartium ribicola (Jordan Zachritz (jwzachri))
Cryphonectria parasitica (Jordan Zachritz {jwzachri))
Cruntonorus volvatrus (Peck) Shear (Lauren 7 (Renhi1aiy







Martha's Vineyard Regional High School

Biology and Art Classes Collaborating

 How to use an online resource
e Contributing to EOL
 Lesson plans based on EOL









EVOLV: Chia Shen

[IC, Harvard University









Community Based Science - BioBlitzes

What is a BioBlitz?
e 24 hour intensive survey of species in a defined area

Why do it?
« Add to species lists for many taxonomic groups
* Increase awareness about biodiversity
* Bring scientists and the public together

When and Where are they?
 Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, May 15-16, 2009
e Year of Science Events; May and September 2009
e Many international locations







Community Based Science- BioBlitz
National Parks Service, National Geographic Society

May 15-16, 2009, Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore






How can we work together?

Bioinformatics

Scanning and Digitization
Species Pages
Biosynthesis Center

Education and Learning



Please share your ideas!
mstuder@eol.org



