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What is it?

What:

•   On-line resource—plants, animals, 
microorganisms

•   Web pages for 1.8 million
   known species

•   Plus millions more yet to be described

Guiding Principles:

•  Common format
•  “One stop shopping”
•  Freely available
•  Collaboratively built
•  Customizable by user
•  Never completed



Who are we?

1.   Marine Biological Laboratory Bioinformatics

2.   Smithsonian Institution Species Pages

3.   Harvard University   Education

4.   Biodiversity Heritage Library  Scanning and Digitization

5.   Chicago Field Museum  Biodiversity Synthesis Group

6.   Missouri Botanical Gardens

7.   Atlas of Living Australia

…plus hundreds of partners



Status and Highlights
Today

•  125,000+ species pages with at least 5 vetted data objects

•  Biodiversity Heritage Library:  13,398,000 pages scanned

•  11 Synthesis meetings held

•  Curatorial Network initiated

•  EOL Fellows Program underway

•  EOL LifeDesk for experts in beta testing

•  Flickr EOL group to upload images

•  Tagging and commenting capability

•  Education pilot projects underway with middle school to 

undergraduates; informal science centers and amateur 

naturalists

….Stay tuned
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Collaborative Learning Models

Undergraduates

• Multiple classes, same discipline, different universities

High School

• Multiple classes, different disciplines, one High School

Informal learning

• Multiple students, one interactive, multi-touch tabletop

• Virtual, multi-media environments

Citizen science

•  Multiple scientists, students and amateur naturalists



Undergraduate Initiative

1.   Undergraduates prepare species pages

2.   Collaborative workspace is an option

3.   Successful accounts are published on 2 websites

4.   Content partners supporting this activity:

• Mushroom Observer

• Animal Diversity Web

• AmphibiaWeb









Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School

Biology and Art Classes Collaborating

• How to use an online resource

• Contributing to EOL

• Lesson plans based on EOL







EVOLV:  Chia Shen

IIC, Harvard University







Community Based Science - BioBlitzes

What is a BioBlitz?

•  24 hour intensive survey of species in a defined area

Why do it?

•  Add to species lists for many taxonomic groups

•  Increase awareness about biodiversity

•  Bring scientists and the public together

When and Where are they?

•  Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, May 15-16, 2009

•  Year of Science Events;  May and September 2009

•  Many international locations





Community Based Science- BioBlitz

National Parks Service, National Geographic Society

May 15-16, 2009, Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore





How can we work together?

Bioinformatics

Scanning and Digitization

Species Pages

Biosynthesis Center

Education and Learning

And…..you!



Please share your ideas!

mstuder@eol.org


