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Open Access 2005

• PLoS has forced the issue into play

• Open Access is not free access

• One (financial) solution does not fit all

• Small society publishers are, perhaps,   
most at risk

9 May 2005 Contact: 
p.benson@conservation.org



Aspects of Scholarly Publishing

We do it to…

• Create Knowledge

• Create Community

• Create Money
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A case study

Sustainability: 
Science, 

Practice, & 
Policy

(henceforth Sustainability)

Launched 2005
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Background 

The National Biological 
Information Infrastructure 
(NBII) developed a need for 
a cross-disciplinary
literature database  
because researchers needed 
access to social, economic, 
and cultural as well as 
biological and geological 
information to properly 
study changes in natural 
systems.
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NBII knew of CSA 
through its 
reputation of 
building focused  
databases in 
multiple 
disciplines
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CSA specializes in
providing research
services

Illumina interface  
Designed  for experts &  
novice users

Select databases 
Not the whole (Google) 
world

Hot Topics
Written by in-house 
experts
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Services included

Sorted finding  
Search & sort tools  
Full text linking
Source  
identification
Linked    
thesaurus terms
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Sustainability 
Launched 2005

by CSA 

with the support of NBII and 

a growing community of 
scholars supporting the idea 
of open access and the 
need for  cross-disciplinary 
research
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• American Society of Plant Biologists
• American Museum of Natural History 
• Brazilian National Water Agency 
• Beijing Forestry University
• Carnegie Mellon University
• Centre for Social and Economic Research on the  

Global Environment 
• Chinese Academy of Meteorological Sciences
• Eco Tourism International
• Florida A&M University 
• Harvard University
• Mälardalen University, Sweden
• NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
• Nat. Center for Atmospheric Research 
• Nat. Center For Environmental Research, USEPA
• New Mexico EPSCoR Program 
• Oregon State University 
• Pennsylvania State University 
• Tufts University
• Politics and the Life Sciences
• Public Policy Research Institute
• University of East Anglia, UK
• University of Miami 
• University of Michigan
• University of North Carolina at Wilmington
• University of Tennessee 
• University of North Carolina
• USGS Ft Collins Science Center
• URS Australia Pty Ltd 
• World Bank, Brazil
• World Bank, US
• World Conservation Union (IUCN)



Advantages?

No print! 

Authors can be easily   
identified though database     
searches 

Marketing can be done 
through library connections

Service feature of CSA could  
be incorporated 

CSA already links librarians
and authors (users)
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Challenges ?

No print!

Long term funding  not    
secure      

Experience of staff

Content, Content, Content  

No existent/coherent 
community of readers

Sustainability is 
CREATING a community 
of readers
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Fostering discourse

Readers identified as 
scientists, practitioners, 
policy makers

Authors required to 
define problems and 
discuss potential 
solutions or innovative 
practices

Authors requested (and 
helped) to use language 
that is understandable 
across disciplines. 



Advancing Scholarly Publishing  
Creating New Discourse Communities
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• Move slowly, share language 

• Focus not just on finances but also on health of 
discourse community in moving into open access

• Support scholarly communities by actively sharing 
solutions 

• Figuring out how to fund Open Access publications 
is a cake walk compared to figuring out how publish 
sound basic and applied research across disciplines



From: Editorial by Drummond Rennie, MD on the 4th International Peer Review Congress, 
JAMA, Vol. 287, No 21. June 5. 2002 
http://jama.ama-assn.org/cgi/content/full/287/21/2759#ACK

In the 1986 editorial announcing the first peer review Congress, I noted the 
appalling standards then prevalent despite the existence of peer review3: 

One trouble is that despite this system, anyone who reads journals widely 
and critically is forced to realize that there are scarcely any bars to eventual 
publication. There seems to be no study too fragmented, no hypothesis too 
trivial, no literature citation too biased or too egotistical, no design too 
warped, no methodology too bungled, no presentation of results too 
inaccurate, too obscure, and too contradictory, no analysis too self-serving, 
no argument too circular, no conclusions too trifling or too unjustified, and 
no grammar and syntax too offensive for a paper to end up in print. 

In the last 16 years, efforts to systematize reviews and improve the reporting of 
trials and meta-analyses have borne considerable fruit. But an unbiased reader, 
roaming at random through a medical library, would find in abundance all the 
problems I described in 1986.…..

Aspects of Scholarly Publishing: 
On Creating Knowledge
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http://jama.ama-assn.org/cgi/content/full/287/21/2759#REF-JED20028-3#REF-JED20028-3
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Wish Sustainability 
GOOD LUCK!
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